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Earth Sanctuary Goals 

Help Earth Sanctuary achieve its sacred 500-year plan to 

create a mature old-growth forest for Earthõs future.

Create a nature preserve with maximum wildlife diversity 

and population.

Fight climate change by planting thousands of trees!
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earthsanctuary.org/memorial-tree-program/

https://earthsanctuary.org/memorial-tree-program/
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Big Leaf  Maple 
(Acer macrophyllum)

Small to large deciduous tree with broad, rounded crown 

of spreading or drooping branches

Height: Up to 100õ

Diameter: Up to 3.5õ

Life span: Over 200 years

Bark: Often covered with lichens, mosses, and ferns.

Leaves: Very large 5-lobed leaves. The largest leaves of all maples.

Habitat: Shade tolerant. Can grow on a variety of sites.
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Benefits: Provides browse for deer, seeds eaten by squirrels, chipmunks, and some 

songbirds. Hollow maples important cavity habitats for many species such as bats 

and raccoons. 

Native Uses: Called the òpaddle treeó because the wood was used to make paddles.

Big Leaf Maple in Fall
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Big Leaf  Maple 
(Acer macrophyllum)
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Young bark

Old bark Near Middle Pond

Flowers

Seeds
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Bitter Cherry 
(Prunus emarginata)

Small deciduous tree with rounded crown, slender, upright 

branches, and small, bitter cherries.

Fruit not edible by humans.

Height: 20õ

Diameter: 8ó

Life span: Up to 50 years.

Bark: Red-brown smooth bark. Lateral bands and striations on dark gray smooth bark 

make it stand out. Spine-tipped spur branches.

Habitat: Shade intolerant
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Benefits: Red to black fruits eaten by many birds and mammals. 
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Bitter Cherry 
(Prunus emarginata)
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Bark Flowers Early Spring Cherries



© Earth Sanctuary, LLC

Black Cottonwood 
(Populus trichocarpa)

The tallest native cottonwood, deciduous, with open crown of 

erect branches and sticky, resinous buds with balsam odor. 

Also, the tallest native hardwood.

Height: 60 ð120õ

Diameter: 1 -3õ

Life span: Lives up to 200 years old

Bark: Gray, smooth bark, becoming thick and deeply furrowed in to flat, scaly ridges.

Leaves: 4 -8ó leaves, dark green above and pale to silver-white beneath. Turns yellow 

in autumn.

Habitat: Very shade intolerant. Grows in moist to wet areas.
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Native Uses: Many medicinal uses: poultices, antiseptic, as well as glue and paint. 

Inner bark and cambium eaten in late spring and early summer. 

Benefits: Bees collect the anti-infectant resin to protect the hive. 

Yosemite
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Black Cottonwood 
(Populus trichocarpa)
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Near Cottonwood Stone Circle

Younger bark

Mature bark
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Douglas Fir 
(Pseudotsugamenziesii)

Large to very large tree with narrow, pointed crown of slightly 

drooping branches.

The quintessential western Washington tree

Height: 80 ð200õ

Diameter: 2 ð15õ

Life span: 500 - 1,000+ years

Bark: Deeply furrowed thick bark

Leaves: Spirally arranged soft light green needles with two white stripes underneath

Habitat: Full sun to partial shade, acidic to neutral, wide range of tolerances for 

moisture, intolerant of shade and drought
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Native Uses: Wood used to make poles, hooks. Pitch used for torches, sealing 

implement joints and as salve for wounds and skin irritations. Needles boiled for a 

tea .
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Douglas Fir 
(Pseudotsugamenziesii)
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Young bark

Old bark

Top of needles

Underside of needles
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European Chestnut
(Castaneasativa)

Long-lived deciduous tree with edible chestnuts native to Asia 

Minor, Southern Europe, and widely cultivated throughout the 

temperate world.

Height : Up to 100+õ

Diameter: up to 3õ

Life span: 500 ð600 years.  Up to 1,000 years of cultivated.

Bark: Smooth when young and deeply furrowed gray bark when older

Leaves: Oblong, and boldly toothed.

Nuts: Edible with great nutritional value. Loved by deer, squirrels, and chipmunks.

Habitat : Sun to half-shade, sandy to sandy-loamy.
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Consumed since ancient times by people.
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European Chestnut
(Castaneasativa)
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Young bark

Old bark Leaves with catkin flowers



© Earth Sanctuary, LLC

Giant Sequoia 
(Sequoiadendrongiganteum)

One of the worldõs largest trees with fibrous, reddish-brown 

trunk much enlarged and buttressed at base, fluted into 

ridges, and conspicuously narrowed or tapered above.

Most massive tree in the world 

Perhaps the worldõs oldest organism

Height: 150 ð250õ

Diameter: 10 - 20õ+

Life span: Lives up to 3,500 years old

Leaves: Awl-shaped leaves

Habitat: Full sun. Acidic, loamy, moist, sandy, well-drained and clay soils. It prefers 

moist conditions, with no flooding and only slight drought tolerance.
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Symbolism: Great energy, health, strength, renewal, power, and determination. 
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Giant Sequoia 
(Sequoiadendrongiganteum)
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Near Infinite Tower Leaves
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Grand Fir 
(Abiesgrandis)

One of the tallest true firs, with narrow pointed crown of stout, 

curved and slightly drooping branches.

Height: 100 ð250õ

Diameter: 1.5 ð6õ

Life span: 250 ð300+ years

Bark: Moderately furrowed gray -brown bark

Leaves: Flat needles in two distinct rows, shiny dark green above, white-lined below 

Crushed leaves emit a strong balsamy, catty odor.

Habitat: Dry or cool low elevation sites. Shade tolerant but grows best in full sun. 

Prefers deep, moist, alluvial soils along streams or on mountain slopes.
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Native Uses: Branches used for costumes, purification rites, canoes, dyes. Needles 

boiled to make tea for colds. 
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Grand Fir 
(Abiesgrandis)
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Top of needles

Underside of needles

One Gallon Pots
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Incense Cedar 
(Calocedrusdecurrens)

Large, resinous, aromatic tree with tapering, irregularly angled 

trunk and narrow, columnar crown, becoming open and 

irregular.

Named for the odor its leaves emit when bruised.

Height: 60 ð150+õ

Diameter: 3 ð5õ

Life span: 500 ð1,000+ years

Bark: Reddish brown, furrowed bark

Habitat: Full to partial sun, prefers moist, well drained, fertile soil. One of the most fire 

and drought tolerant plants.
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Native Uses: basket making, hunting bows, and fire starting.

Yosemite
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Incense Cedar 
(Calocedrusdecurrens)
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Jeffrey Pine 
(Pinus jeffreyi)

Large tree with straight axis and open, conical crown of 

spreading branches and with large cones.

Unlike Ponderosa pine, which have bright green needles, 

Jeffrey pine needles are grey-green. The ponderosa pine has 

barbs that point outward while the prickles at the end of 

Jeffrey pine cone scales point inward. Pick up a ponderosa 

pine cone carelessly and the barbs impale your fingers while a 

Jeffrey pine cone is much kinder to oneõs fingers.

Height: up to 180õ

Diameter: 2 ð4õ

Bark: Purplish or rosy hue bark with lemon, vanilla or pineapple odor

Leaves: 3 long needles/bundle
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Jeffrey Pine 
(Pinus jeffreyi)
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